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Copyright & Disclaimer 

© The Australian Law Students’ Association 2018. 

This publication is copyright. Except where permitted under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of this 

publication may be reproduced or stored by any process, electronic or otherwise, without the specific 

permission of the Australian Law Students’ Association. 

Although all individuals have taken every care in preparing and writing the Guide, they expressly disclaim and 

accept no liability from any errors, omissions or misunderstandings on the part of any person who uses or relies 

upon it. The Australian Law Students’ Association accept no responsibility for any damage, injury or loss 

occasioned to any person or entity, whether law students or otherwise, as a result of a person relying, wholly or 

in part, on any material included, omitted or implied in this publication. The information presented is merely 

advisory and should not be relied upon without independent verification. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 SIMON OGDEN 
Careers Officer 

ALSA 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2018 Interstate Clerkship Guide. This is the first 

edition of the Guide that the Australian Law Students’ Association (ALSA) has produced, 

recognising the increasing desire of law students to work interstate. A law degree opens many 

opportunities to work in different parts of the country and law students are graduating at an 

exciting time when many law firms have strong national and international networks. We hope 

that this Guide assists law students to navigate the clerkship programs on offer and make 

more informed decisions. 

The Guide aims to clarify the different clerkship programs across Australia and provide as 

much information as possible to law students before applying. It is also designed to work 

alongside and complement local Law Student Society or Association clerkship and careers 

guides. We encourage law students to refer to this guide to obtain an overview of the 

clerkship program structures before drilling down their search in a particular State or 

Territory. This Guide explains the structure of the clerkship programs around the country with 

detailed sections for each State and Territory, including a firm directory and a general FAQ 

section. 

When researching the clerkship programs, it’s important to remember that there are many 

exceptions to the general guidelines or common practices. For example, within the same 

State, there may be firms that run clerkship programs in very different ways from what the 

local Law Society prescribes. Application dates could also differ between firms within the 

same State at the firm’s discretion. For these reasons, be cautious not to assume too much 

and if in doubt, check the firm’s website or contact their Human Resources team.  

A large amount of work has been invested in producing this Guide by many people, and I 

would like to say a huge thank you to the ALSA Committee for their support and help. 

ALSA wishes everyone the best of luck with their career endeavours, whether that be in law 

or another industry. 
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CLERKSHIPS 
 

WHAT IS A CLERKSHIP? 

A clerkship is an opportunity for law 

students to gain experience working in a 

law firm under the supervision of lawyers 

during the summer or winter university 

holidays. There are many commercial law 

firms that run clerkships as well as 

government departments such as the 

various Offices of the Director of Public 

Prosecutions and Government Solicitor’s 

Offices. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY? 

Generally, it is desirable, although not a 

requirement, to be a penultimate or final 

year law student when applying for 

clerkship programs. However, pre-

penultimate students may still be 

successful in receiving a clerkship offer in 

some cases. Firms may have their own 

recruitment policy regarding this point.  

HOW DO I APPLY? 

Applications are submitted either through 

the firm’s website directly, through 

‘cvMail’ online or simply by email. An 

applicant is usually required to submit a 

resume, cover letter and an academic 

transcript. Depending on the firm, you may 

be required to answer additional questions 

as part of the written application 

component. 

IS THERE AN ONLINE ASSESSMENT? 

Some firms may also use online 

assessments, which are often referred to 

as psychometric testing. There may be a 

behavioural or aptitude test, or a 

combination of both, as part of the online 

component. 

WHAT IS THE INTERVIEW PROCESS? 

Firms may run one round of interviews for 

all candidates, after assessing the written 

and online components. However, some 

firms may run two rounds of interviews at 

their own discretion. Particularly in 

Sydney, more firms tend to run two rounds 

of interviews before making offers. 

WHAT IS AN ASSESSMENT CENTRE? 

Some firms may run an assessment centre 

which includes an interview along with 

assessed activities, sometimes in groups. 

ARE THERE INFORMATION OR COCKTAIL 

EVENINGS? 

The larger firms tend to run an information 

or cocktail evening either before or during 

the interview stage. These are an 

opportunity for you to learn more about 

the firm and for the firm to learn more 

about you. 

ARE CLERKSHIPS ALWAYS UNDERTAKEN 

DURING UNIVERSITY VACATIONS? 

No, they are not always during vacation 

periods. Some firms offer paralegal 

positions to students to work one or more 

days a week on a casual basis in addition to 

their clerkship program, or in place of one.  
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GRADUATES 
 

WHAT IS A PRIORITY OFFER? 

Candidates who have completed a 

clerkship with a firm are eligible to apply 

for a priority graduate offer. Priority offers 

are made for graduate or traineeship 

positions in advance of advertising any 

open market graduate positions. If a firm 

does not fill its graduate intake through 

priority offers, then it may advertise the 

remaining positions through an open 

market process.  

DO I NEED TO CLERK TO BE A GRADUATE 

AT A COMMERCIAL LAW FIRM? 

No, you do not need to clerk to become a 

graduate at every firm, since some firms 

advertise through the open market 

process. However, it is generally 

advantageous to have clerked at a firm 

before applying for a priority offer. 

WHAT ARE THE DATES FOR GRADUATE 

POSITIONS?  

The dates for priority graduate offers will 

be posted at a later point in time. Please 

check the firms’ websites when they are 

advertised. 

GENERAL INFO 
 

CAN I APPLY TO MORE THAN ONE OFFICE 

FROM THE SAME FIRM? 

Yes, you can. However, some firms will 

only consider your application for one of 

their offices. If you’ve applied to multiple 

offices, you may be asked which particular 

office you would like to be considered for. 

Check with each firm individually to see 

what their policy is on applying for a 

clerkship in more than one State. 

For example, Clayton Utz considers 

clerkship applications for more than one 

office whereas Herbert Smith Freehills 

considers applications for just one office. 

DO I HAVE TO FLY INTERSTATE FOR 

INTERVIEWS? 

Firms will generally allow you to make 

alternative arrangements if you cannot 

physically be present for an interview, such 

as by having a phone or skype interview. 

Check with each firm individually to see 

what arrangements they can make. 

DO FIRMS SUPPORT STUDENT TO MOVE 

INTERSTATE FOR A CLERKSHIP? 

Some firms may assist you to move 

interstate for a clerkship, for example by 

helping with the cost of flights. Check with 

firms individually to see what assistance 

they are able to give you.
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AUSTRALIAN 

CAPITAL TERRITORY 
 

CLERKSHIP APPLICATION DATES 

Applications Open Applications Close Offers Made 

MONDAY  

18 JUNE 
 

SUNDAY  

15 JULY 
 

WEDNESDAY  

26 SEPTEMBER

 

CLERKSHIP PROGRAM DATES 

Summer 

NOVEMBER 2018 TO FEBRUARY 2019 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in the Australian Capital Territory are not regulated by the Law Society 

of the ACT. The application dates are the same as those in New South Wales, opening in June 

and closing in July. The programs generally follow the dates in NSW as well, lasting for ten to 

eleven weeks from November until February of the following year. However, some firms may 

vary their program dates and length, so it is important to check each firm individually. A small 

selection of mid and top tier commercial law firms have offices in Canberra, although there 

are smaller and boutique law firms. Government departments also have a notably strong 

presence in Canberra and run graduate training programs. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 
 

CLERKSHIP APPLICATION DATES 

Applications Open Applications Close Offers Made 

MONDAY  

18 JUNE 
 

SUNDAY  

15 JULY 
 

WEDNESDAY  

26 SEPTEMBER 

 

CLERKSHIP PROGRAM DATES 

Summer 

NOVEMBER 2018 TO FEBRUARY 2019 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in New South Wales are regulated by the Law Society of New South 

Wales, which produces guidelines for clerkship, internship and graduate recruitment activities 

each year. Approximately 19 firms participated in the guidelines in 2017, along with many 

legal education providers. The Law Society of NSW also has a jobs portal called ‘LegalVitae’ 

which showcases a range of available positions to law students. The guidelines state that it is 

desirable, although not a requirement, that firms should only be recruiting students in their 

penultimate year of obtaining a law degree for vacation clerkships. 

Applications open in June and close in July. The programs generally take place from November 

until February of the following year, lasting for ten to eleven weeks over summer, although 

they can range from 4 to 15 weeks depending on the firm. Some firms in NSW may also run 

two rounds of interviews before making offers, instead of a single round that you may expect 

in other States. If in doubt, check each firm individually regarding their program dates and the 

application process as they may vary greatly between firms. For example, Johnson Winter & 

Slattery offers internship opportunities to students in their last two years of their studies in 

Sydney, rather than offering a clerkship, which is what they offer in Adelaide, Brisbane, 

Melbourne and Perth. 
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NORTHERN 

TERRITORY 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in the Northern Territory are not regulated by the Law Society 

Northern Territory. Given the size of the legal market and law offices in the Northern 

Territory, there are fewer opportunities to gain experience as a clerk than in other States. 

Experience may also be sought with smaller and boutique law firms on a less formal basis. 
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QUEENSLAND 
 

CLERKSHIP APPLICATION DATES 

Applications Open Applications Close Offers Made 

MONDAY  

26 FEBRUARY 
 

MONDAY  

26 MARCH 
 

MONDAY 
14 MAY

 

CLERKSHIP PROGRAM DATES 

Winter 

JUNE TO JULY 2018 
 

Summer One 

NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER 2018 

 

Spring 

AUGUST TO SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

Summer Two 

JANUARY TO FEBRUARY 2019 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in Queensland are regulated by the Queensland Law Society, which 

produces guidelines for clerkship and graduate recruitment activities each year. 

Approximately eight firms are participating in the guidelines in 2018. The guidelines state that 

it is desirable, although not a requirement, that firms should only be recruiting students in 

their penultimate year of obtaining a law degree for vacation clerkships. 

Applications open in February and close in March. The programs can be at varying times, 

including winter, spring and summer before and after the new year. The program dates are 

set by firms individually and may vary greatly, for example, Clayton Utz runs three programs 

each year in winter, spring and summer before the new year. However, Herbert Smith 

Freehills runs two programs in summer before and after the new year. The number of 

programs that a firm runs depends on the size and business needs, although firms usually run 

between one and three programs a year. Clerkships usually run for three to four weeks, 

although some programs may be a week shorter or longer depending on the firm and the 

time of year. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 

CLERKSHIP APPLICATION DATES (TBC) 

Applications Open Applications Close Offers Made 

JULY 2018 
 

 

JULY 2018 

 

AUGUST 2018 

 

CLERKSHIP PROGRAM DATES (TBC) 

Summer One 

NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER 2018 

Summer Two 

JANUARY TO FEBRUARY 2019

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in South Australia are not regulated by the Law Society of South 

Australia. Applications open in July and close at the end of July, with offers made at the end 

of August. The programs can be at varying times, including summer before and after the new 

year. The programs can run for as long as four weeks, although the program length may vary 

between firms at their discretion. 
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TASMANIA 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in Tasmania are not regulated by the Law Society of Tasmania. It is 

advisable to contact firms individually given the smaller size of the legal market. Clerkships 

may last for two to four weeks depending on the firm and take place over the summer break. 
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VICTORIA 
 

CLERKSHIP APPLICATION DATES 

Applications Open Applications Close Offers Made 

MONDAY  

9 JULY 
 

SUNDAY  

12 AUGUST  
 

THURSDAY  

18 OCTOBER

 

CLERKSHIP PROGRAM DATES 

Summer One 

NOVEMBER TO 

DECEMBER 2018 

Summer Two 

JANUARY TO 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Winter 

JUNE TO  

JULY 2019 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in Victoria are regulated by the Law Institute of Victoria, which 

produces guidelines for clerkship and traineeship recruitment activities each year. Graduate 

positions are labelled as traineeships in Victoria. Approximately 49 firms are participating in 

the guidelines in 2018. The guidelines state that students must be in their final or penultimate 

year of study to be eligible to apply for seasonal clerkships, although applications will be 

accepted at the discretion of each firm.  

Applications open in July and close in August. There are three dates when the programs run, 

being summer one, summer two and winter in the following year. Larger firms run may three 

clerkship programs across each of those periods, although other firms may run just one or 

two programs. Clerkships usually last for four weeks, although some programs are a week 

shorter or longer depending on the firm and the time of year. If you are unable to attend an 

interview physically, you can apply to the Law Institute of Victoria for permission to be 

interviewed at an earlier date or by electronic means.  
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 

CLERKSHIP APPLICATION DATES 

Applications Open Applications Close Offers Made 

MONDAY  

16 JULY 
 

SUNDAY  

5 AUGUST  
 

FRIDAY 

21 SEPTEMBER

 

CLERKSHIP PROGRAM DATES 

Summer One 

NOVEMBER TO 

DECEMBER 2018 

Summer Two 

JANUARY TO 

FEBRUARY 2019 

Winter 

JUNE TO  

JULY 2019

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The clerkship programs in Western Australia are not regulated by the Law Society of Western 

Australia. There is a committee of firms that chooses the dates, with input from the Law 

Society and Law Student Societies. The application and program dates are similar Victoria, 

although with some differences. Applications open in July and close in August. There are three 

dates when the programs run, being summer one, summer two and winter in the following 

year. Larger firms run may three clerkship programs across each of those periods, although 

other firms may run just one or two programs. Clerkships usually last for three weeks, 

although some programs are a week shorter or longer depending on the firm and the time of 

year. 
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FIRM DIRECTORY 
 

A non-exhaustive list of law firms that have two or more offices in Australia 

Firm ACT NSW NT Qld SA Tas Vic WA 

Allen & Overy  •      • 

Allens  •  •   • • 

Arnold Bloch Leibler  •     •  

Ashurst • •  •   • • 

Baker McKenzie  •  •   •  

Clayton Utz • • • •   • • 

Clifford Chance  •      • 

Clyde & Co  •  •   • • 

Corrs Chambers Westgarth  •  •   • • 

Cowell Clarke  •   •    

Dentons  •  • •  • • 

DLA Piper  •  •   • • 

Finlaysons   •  •    

Gadens  •  • •  •  

Gilbert + Tobin  •     • • 

Hall & Wilcox • •  •   • • 

Herbert Smith Freehills  •  •   • • 

Hogan Lovells  •      • 

Hopgood Ganim    •    • 

HWL Ebsworth • • • • • • • • 

Johnson Winter & Slattery  •  • •  • • 

Jones Day  •  •   • • 

Kain Lawyers  •   •    

K&L Gates  •  •   • • 

King & Wood Mallesons • •  •   • • 

Lander & Rogers  •  •   •  

Maddocks • •     •  

McCullough Robertson  •  •   •  

McInnes Wilson • •  • •  •  

Mills Oakley • •  •   • • 

MinterEllison • • • • •  • • 

Norton Rose Fulbright • •  •   • • 

Page Seager      • •  

Squire Patton Boggs  • •     • 

Thomson Geer  •  • •  •  

White & Case  •     •  
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LOCAL CONTACTS 
 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

NEW SOUTH WALES
 

 

NORTHERN TERRITORY

The Law Society Northern Territory https://lawsocietynt.asn.au 

Charles Darwin University Law Students’ Society http://www.cdu.edu.au/law/cdulss 
 

QUEENSLAND 

The Law Society of the ACT https://www.actlawsociety.asn.au 

Australian National University Law Student’s Society http://www.anulss.com 

University of Canberra http://www.isaacslawsociety.com 

Law Society of New South Wales https://www.lawsociety.com.au 

LegalVitae https://legalvitae.com.au 

Cross University Law Society http://www.sculss.com.au  

MacKillop Law Students’ Society (ACU) http://www.maklss.com 

Notre Dame Sydney Law Society http://www.ndsls.org 

Sydney University Law Society http://www.suls.org.au 

University of New England Law Students’ Society http://www.unelss.org 

University of Newcastle Law Association http://www.unlsa.com 

University of New South Wales Law Students’ Society http://www.unswlawsoc.org  

University of Technology Sydney Law Students Society http://www.utslss.com 

University of Wollongong Law Society http://www.uowlss.net 

Western Sydney University Law Students’ Association http://www.uwslsa.com.au 

Queensland Law Society http://www.qls.com.au/Home 

Bond University Law Students’ Association https://bondlsa.com 

Central Queensland University Law Society http://www.cquls.org.au 

Griffith University Gold Coast Law Students’ Association http://www.griffithlsa.org.au  

Griffith University Law Society  http//www.guls.org 

James Cook University Law Students’ Society http://www.jculawstudents.com  

Queensland University of Technology Law Society http://www.qutlawsociety.com 

Southern Cross University Law Association http://www.scula.info 

University of Southern Queensland Law Students’ Society http://lsusq.wordpress.com 

University of the Sunshine Coast Law Students’ Association http://usclsa.com 

University of Queensland Law Society http://www.uqls.com 

http://www.anulss.com/
http://www.maklss.com/
http://www.ndsls.org/
http://www.unelss.org/
http://www.unlsa.com/
http://www.unswlawsoc.org/
http://www.utslss.com/
http://www.uowlss.net/
http://www.uwslsa.com.au/
http://www.griffithlsa.org.au/
http://http/www.guls.org
http://www.jculawstudents.com/
http://www.uqls.com/
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

The Law Society of South Australia https://www.lawsocietysa.asn.au 

Adelaide University Law Students’ Society http://www.aulss.org.au 

Flinders Law Students’ Association http://www.flsa.org.au 

University of South Australia Law Students’ Association http://usalsa.org.au 
 

TASMANIA 

The Law Society of Tasmania https://lst.org.au 

Tasmania University Law Society http://www.tuls.com.au/wp 
 

VICTORIA 

 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

The Law Institute of Victoria https://www.liv.asn.au 

Deakin Law Students’ Society Geelong https://dlssgeelong.wordpress.com 

Deakin Law Students’ Society http://www.deakinlss.org 

Dictum Society (Victoria University) http://dictumsocietyvu.com 

La Trobe University Law Students’ Association http://www.latrobelsa.com 

Macquarie University Law Students’ Association http://www.muls.org 

Melbourne University Law Students’ Society http://www.mulss.com 

Monash University Law Students’ Society http://www.monashlss.com 

RMIT Law Students’ Society http://www.rmitlss.com 

St Patrick’s Law Students’ Society (ACU) www.facebook.com/stpatricklss 

Swinburne Law Students’ Society http://www.swinburnelss.com 

Law Society of Western Australia https://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au 

Curtin Student Law Society  https://www.csls.asn.au 

Edith Cowan Student Law Society  https://edithcowanstudentlawsociety.com 

Murdoch Student Law Society http://www.msls.asn.au 

Notre Dame Law Student Society http://www.ndlss.com.au 

The Blackstone Society http://www.blackstone.asn.au 

http://www.aulss.org.au/
http://www.flsa.org.au/
http://usalsa.org.au/
http://www.deakinlss.org/
http://www.latrobelsa.com/
http://www.muls.org/
http://www.mulss.com/
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